
What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

newsletter@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Summer Term 2014/2015 

24th April:  Mayor of Stockport visit to Academy 

27th April:  Parents Forum 

30th April:  Junior Maths Challenge 

8th May:  Year 8 HPV vaccination 

8th June:  Parents Forum 

24th-27th June:  History trip to France 

6th-8th July:  Bangor University visit 

9th July:   Prize Giving Evening 

10th July:  Year 11 Prom Night  

11th July-14th July:  MFL trip to Paris 

13th July:  Summer Dance Show 

16th July:  SEN drop-in 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours. 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
Linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Years 9 and 10 including options 
Denise.nicholls@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4216 
Year 11 and IAG 
Daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
Years 12 and 13 including UCAS applications 
Scott.ford@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4222 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

English@stockport-academy.org 
Maths@stockport-academy.org 
Science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
socialsciences@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Health & social, psychology, sociology) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, creative ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email: enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Diary dates and contact details 

Term dates for 2014/2015 

Monday 20th April-Friday 22nd May 2015  

(4th May bank holiday) 

Monday 25th May-Friday 29th May (Half 

term) 

Monday 1st June-Friday 17th July* 2015 

 *lunchtime close 

Keep up to date with dates and times  by  checking  our  

website on www.stockport-academy.org 

good support to 
students and have high 
expectations and 
aspirations for them. 
 
David Robinson, Chair 
of Governors, said; “We 
are delighted with this 
report, but we will not 
be complacent and will 
continue the drive 
towards outstanding. 
 
“A huge congratulations  
to all our students and 
staff on this excellent 
report.” 

tockport Academy 
is a good school 
with outstanding 

features, where the 
behaviour of students 
is impeccable, 
according to our latest 
Ofsted report. 
 
The team of inspectors 
visited the Academy 
for two days at the 
beginning of March, 
and came back with 
some impressive key 
findings. 
 
They reported that 
students “treat each 
other and adults with 
real respect, and are 
courteous and helpful 
at all times”. 
 

Furthermore, the 
inspectors said 
students have “a 
genuine enjoyment of 
school”, which has had 
a positive effect by 
“rapidly” improving 
attendance. 
 
Students were also 
said to “unanimously” 
feel “completely safe” 
in the school and have 
“total confidence that 
they are well cared 
for”. 
 
The “relentless drive 
and determination” 
displayed by senior 
leaders and governors 
was acknowledged, 
while teachers offer 

It’s official: Stockport  Academy is a good school! 

“Impeccable” 
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“I have been 

particularly 

humbled this 

year by the 

spirit, 

determination 

and humility of 

our students” 

Mr Frank McCarron , 

Principal 

 

A sum for success 

Principal’s Message 
The front page of 

this newsletter 

celebrates the 

results of our 

recent inspection 

and you will have 

had the 

opportunity to read 

the report 

and  enjoy the 

amazing comments 

made by our 

inspection team. 

  

What I would also 
like to share is the 
numerous letters 
and emails we have 
had from our MP, 
Primary School 
Headteachers, 

parents, and 
community 
partners sharing 
their pleasure with 
us for the formal 
recognition of all 
the fantastic work 
the Academy has 
done to raise 
community 
attainment and 
aspiration.  It is this 
community 
celebration that 
perhaps gives me 
the most pleasure, 
as the movement 
to being recognised 
as a good school 
with outstanding 
safety has been the 
culmination of 
partnership 
working with all 

Also excelling were  Romaan 
Khan (Y9), Ben Murphy and 
Samuel Cooper (both Y10) who 
earned Bronze Awards.  
 
Only the top 40% in the 
country received a certificate, 
and our students were up 
against Year 11s—so well done 
everyone! 

Some of our students gained 
recognition when competing in 
the national Maths Challenge. 
 
It  took place on February 5th, 
involving Year 9 and 10 students. 
 
Pride of place was Anthony Strong 
(Y10)  who earned a Silver Award. 

Students  taking part in 

the Maths Challenge 

different groups in 
the community.  I 
am humbled by the 
breadth of 
goodwill.  There is 
no doubt that with 
continued hard 
work on all our 
parts, our Academy 
will soon be 
outstanding. 

 

And the work will 
go on!  Just reading 
through this 
newsletter 
evidences the 
progress we are 
making towards 
achieving our goal. 

 
F McCarron  
Principal 
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A term in tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 
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“This challenge 

has encouraged 

students to 

think about 

others and how 

they can make a 

real difference 

to others.” 

Bridge Hall residents 

are set to benefit 

from the grant. 

Sponsored walk 

40 Acts of Kindness 
Students have been 
inspired by Lent to 
go out of their way 
to do something 
nice for each other. 

The 40 Acts of 
Kindness challenge 
is exactly what it 
sounds like, and 
students have been 

signing up to take 
part and make a 
positive difference. 

One of the highlights 
came from 10CMC, 
who are donating 
money to buy 40 
items of food for 
Chelwood 
Foodbank.  

Starting in Hazel 
Grove and 
finishing at Lyme 
Park, the 9-mile 
trek took in some 
breath-taking 
sights and helped 
to raise money for 
one of our elected 

The sun shone 
on the 
Academy’s 
sponsored walk, 
which took 
place on March 
10th.  

 

charities -
Macmillan. 

The total amount 
of money raised 
so far stands at 
£1,100 - quite a 
sterling effort! 

Our sponsored walkers 

Double the money! 
community event 
in Bridge Hall. 

A total of £400 
was awarded to 
help the group 
host afternoon 
tea sessions for 
Socially Yours 
through  the    

Our charities 
committee 
managed to 
double the grant 
they received 
from Stockport 
Council thanks to 
their enthusiasm  
and excellent 
display at a 

‘You Say, We Pay’ 
initiative. 

Mrs McCann from 
the committee 
said: “It was a 
really fun day and 
I can’t believe we 
won the extra 
funding!” 

One act was to write 

something you’re 

thankful for 

Making waves in radio 
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Key 103 visited 
Stockport Academy in 
February with their 
Media Bus, giving our 
sixth formers a 
fantastic opportunity 
to sample what it 
could be like working 
for a radio station. 
 
A group of 20 of our 
Year 12 and 13 

students spoke with 
traffic reporter Emma 

Jones and journalist 
Justin Mottershead, 
before creating their 

very own radio advert  
to promote 
apprenticeships using 
professional recording 
equipment available on 
the bus.  
 
You can listen to the 
finished product on the 
news section of the 
Stockport Academy 
website. 

“It was a 

fantastic 

activity and 

we look 

forward to 

having the 

bus here 

again!” 

A number of our sixth 
formers were able to 
get a real feel for a 
university-style lecture 
and find out more 
about a mysterious 
subject as part of a 
special astrophysics 
lecture. 
 

The talk focused on 
‘dark matter’ and saw 
the students 
participate in an 
interactive video 
conference alongside 
schools from 
Newcastle and 
London. 
 

The session was led by 
Bristol University, and 
gave those involved 
the opportunity to 
speak with university 
representatives.  
 
A big “thank you” to Rob 
Cullis for putting the day 
together 

Inspired by Science 
Our GCSE students 
visited the Museum of 
Science and Industry in 
Manchester to support 
their skills in writing for 
a specific audience and 
purpose. 
 
Each student wrote a 

persuasive text about 
the benefits of 
educational trips after 
focusing on exhibitions 
at MOSI they found 
interesting.   
 
The visit came about as  
a result of students 

using Student Voice to ask for 
opportunities to contextualise their 
writing. 

Students writing about their 

visit to MOSI 

Boldly going into Astrophysics 

  


Mysterious ‘Dark 

Matter’ 

http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=images+of+dark+matter&safe=vss&biw=949&bih=842&tbm=isch&imgil=1ifCzVnG83q_VM%253A%253B_EZI8aR_QmxTpM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.dailygalaxy.com%25252Fmy_weblog%25252F2013%25252F05%25252Fphysics-most-wanted-list-the-
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“Our overall 

aim is to get 

students and 

their families to 

live healthier 

lifestyles and 

educate them 

on the different 

methods of 

doing so.” 

 

Fitness Fortnight fits the bill 

Two full weeks 
dedicated to 
encouraging 
healthy and active 
lifestyles took place 
at the Academy in 
March, with the 
whole school 
getting involved. 

Activities were held 
every lunchtime 
and after school, 
with students 
having the 

opportunity to take 
part in 
trampolining, 
Zumba, wazz ball (a 
Danish variation of 
cricket) and boxing, 
to name but a few.  

Additionally, free 
fruit and veg was 
available at break 
and lunchtime for 
students to choose 
from, instead of 
paying for less 

healthy snacks. 

In support of this, 
families were asked 
to fill out a two-
week healthy 
eating plan. 

The fortnight was 
organised by PE 
Teacher Mr 
McGahey, who 
said: “Hopefully 
we’ll be able to 
help everyone 
adopt healthier 
lifestyle habits they 
will continue with 
for long into the 
future. 

The fortnight was a 
great success.” 

Year 1 and 2 
students from 
across Cheadle 
Heath were invited 
to attend, with 98 
children turning up 
for a day of fun. 

 

The event was a 
golden opportunity 
for some of the 
Academy’s sports 
leaders to gain 
valuable 
experience. 

Nearly 100 Year 1 and 

2 students took part 

in our Primary PE 

Festival Primary PE Festival 
Our sixth formers 
did a fantastic job 
of running a PE 
Festival for local 
Primary Schools on  
February 12th.  
 

Healthy eating workshop 

Cadets meet Prime Minister! 
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Our cadets always 

seem to be in the thick 

of the action, and this 

term has been no 

exception.  

A highlight for two of 

them-Jennifer Walker 

and Shauna Hampton- 

was attending a 

special event to 

honour WW1 Victoria 

Cross recipients. 

During the visit, the 

pair met Prime 

Minister David 

Cameron and 

Communities 

Secretary Eric Pickles, 

who even asked them 

for a selfie and told 

them how proud he 

was of the cadets and 

the work they do. 

The day was organised 

as part of a series of 

events to mark the 

WW1 centenary, and 

tied in to the theme of 

British Values that the 

Academy is focussing 

on. 

up were presented 
with book vouchers. 

Miss Sumner, who 
organised the event, 
said: “This is an 
inclusive contest that 
encourages students 
to engage in literacy 
and develop a love of 
the English language. 

“The standard this 
year was really high, 
and hopefully we’ve 
gone some way to 
making spelling 
cool!” 

 

 ‘Diadem’, ‘panache’ and 
‘anthropomorphic’ 
were just some of the 
words this year’s 
Spelling Bee contestants 
had to tackle on their 
way to victory. 

The annual contest saw 
around £150 raised for 
charity, with Rachel Su 
(Y7) and Hakeem Khaliq 
(Y9)clinching victory in 
the Honeybee and 
Hornet categories 
respectively. 

The pair each won a 
Kindle for their spelling 
skills, while the runners 

Spelling Bee creates a buzz 

“The day 

was a real 

eye-opener 

and really 

humbling to 

be in the 

company of 

so many 

brave 

veterans.” 

Our Spelling Bee 

judges dressed for 

the occasion! 



P A G E  8  

“We can’t 

wait  to 

watch the 

film back and 

see all of the 

students’ 

hard work 

come 

together!” 

Students speaking 

to employees at 

Lex Autolease 

UCAS comes to town 

Driving Ambition 
Our Year 9 
students have 
been paying a 
visit to Lex 
Autolease as part 
of a blossoming 
Business 
partnership 
between the 
company and the 
Academy. 

During the visit, 
at the large site 

off Roscoes 
roundabout, 
students found out 
about what 
qualities they need 
to develop to 
succeed in the 
modern world of 
work, and 
discovered some of 
the employment 
options that could 
be available for 
them when they 

leave education. 

The students took 
the opportunity to 
ask staff questions 
with great 
enthusiasm, quizzing 
them on topics like 
salary, career 
progression, fast cars 
and what life is like 
working in an office. 

 

tour in March. 

Students came 

back with their 

arms full of 

prospectuses  

and big ideas 

for the future, 

describing the 

Our sixth formers 

had the chance to 

find out more about 

university life when 

they visited the 

UCAS convention 

during the 

Manchester leg of its 

experience as “eye 

opening”. 

Lights, Camera, Action! 
 Some of our 

students could be 
destined for the 
silver screen in the 
future, after getting 
involved in a film 
project that 
highlights the issue 
of young men and 
mental health. 

The project is being 
led by the 
Stockport TYES 
group and sees 
Year 9 student 
Clayton Walsh play 
the lead role. 

The students also 
recently visited the 
Lord Mayor’s 

parlour where they 
were invited for 
dinner and shown 
around the town hall, 
during which their 
behaviour was 
complimented by 
local councillors. 

Olympians help students X-Elle 
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Team GB Olympic 
heroes Chemmy Alcott 
and Alex Danson led a 
day of activities aiming 
to boost the 
confidence of young 
women in sport on 
February 26th. 

 

Our X-Elle day was 
designed to develop 
self-esteem, 

confidence, 
teambuilding and 
sportsmanship among 
Year 8 and 9 girls. 

Students were joined 
by others from William 
Hulme Grammar 
School and Richard 
Rose Central Academy, 
participating in events 
such as yoga, Zumba, 
team challenges, 

confidence games and 
dance classes. 

Head of PE Mr Sumner 
commented: “This is a 
fantastic initiative and 
hopefully the first of 
many ‘X-Elle’ events to 
be staged at the 
Academy.” 

Students had to 
demonstrate their 
knowledge of the 
recovery position, CPR 
and how to tackle 
choking before gaining 
their certificate. 

 

A group of 20 of our 
students gained key 
life saving skills after 
completing an 
Emergency Life 
Training Course. 

 

The two sessions 
took place across 
February and 
March, and were 
delivered by Mr 
Ken Wooley, who 
described the students 
as “fantastic”. 

How to save a life 

Practicing CPR 

“Inspiring 

women to 

take part in 

sport and 

drive female 

participation 

in sport is an 

incredibly 

worthwhile 

cause” 
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“What a night! 

Some great 

shows that 

really 

showcased 

some of the 

best talent the 

Academy has to 

offer.” 

 

 The annual Academy production is 
always a highlight on the calendar 
and this year was no exception! 

Performances of The Wizard of Oz 
took place over three days, with Cale 
Green and Alex Park attending a 
matinee show on the 16th March. 

The story tells of Dorothy Gale, who is 
transported to the magical world of Oz 
when she gets caught up in a cyclone. 
After meeting with a lion, a scarecrow 
and a tin man, she sets off to find out the 
answer of how to get home from the 
mysterious Wizard. 

The play featured classic songs such as 
‘We’re off to see the Wizard’, ‘Ding 
Dong, the Witch is Dead’, and ‘Over 
the Rainbow’.  Sarah Roberts starred 
as Dorothy, Fern McEwan the 
Scarecrow, Ben Ross the Tin Man, and 
Emily Riley the Cowardly Lion. 

Congratulations to everyone who was 
involved for putting on a fantastic 
performance of the highest standards. 

 

Mr McCarthy, production director, 
said: “I can’t describe how proud I 
am of everyone who has been 
involved in putting the show 
together.” 

 

We’re off to see the Wizard! 
Academy gets the X Factor! 
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X Factor stars Brick 

City took the Academy 

by storm on March 

13th, performing to 

students as part of a 

reward for those who 

had achieved 95% or 

more in attendance. 

 

A f t e r  s u r p r i s i n g 

s t u d e n t s  w h e n 

appearing above the 

atrium during lunch to 

sing a couple of songs, 

the band - who made it 

to Gary Barlow’s 

house in 2013 - 

hosted two shows in 

the main hall, which 

included a Q&A 

session and a talk on 

the negative effect 

that drug and 

alcohol abuse can 

have  on  a 

person’s life. 

choreography workshops, 
the students produced a 
20-minute contemporary 

Our dance students have 
been quite the wanderers 
this term, and spent a 
weekend in February on a 
residential visit to the 
Conway Centre.  

After participating in 
technique classes and 

piece based on World 
War 1. 

All year groups put in an 
outstanding effort to 
produce a brilliant display 
of their talent and are 
now underway to 
organise a similar event in 
2016. 

universities and adult 
education groups to 
present a thunderous 
finale to a celebration 
of dance across the 
UK. 

 

Mrs Campbell, who 
helped to organise the 
visit, said: “It was 
thoroughly enjoyed by 

all and was a 
valuable 
opportunity for 
our students, 
all working towards 
qualifications in dance, 
to gain experience 
performing in front of 
a large audience. Well 
done to those 
involved!” 

The Academy dance 
troupe participated in 
a week-long dance 
programme at the 
Regent Theatre in 
Stoke on January 24th. 

 

Students from all years 
were involved, joining 
in with those from 

Dance group goes national 

WW1 focus for Conway trip 

 


